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heights beyond, Lobau had stationed his brigades.
Bliicher now commanded in person.

Napoleon had already perceived that were
Plancenoit to be lost the Prussians would be
directly in the rear of his reserves at Belle Alliance,
and that the danger must be averted at all costs.
More and more troops therefore were diverted
from the attack on Wellington: first eight battal-
ions of the young, then two battalions of the old
guard. The latter drove the Prussians out of
Plancenoit, a position which they were to find it
very difficult to regain.

For the French Emperor it was the most favour-
able moment of the day. For the fourth time the
intrepid Ney, with what fresh troops he could
muster, had returned to the attack on Wellington
and had even wrested from him La Haye Sainte,
where a battery was installed that raked the
English centre at short range. We have it on the
authority of a staff officer, Kennedy, that at no
time was the " result so precarious." It was
Kennedy who first informed Wellington that a
regular gap had been made in his line of defence by
the almost total destruction of Ompteda's, and
the great weakening of KielmanseggeTs, brigades.
But the Duke, strong in the knowledge that more
Prussians, commanded by Zieten, were actually
joining his left wing, drew forces from that direction
to restore and strengthen his centre.

Zieten had been met by Muffling and implored
to direct his march towards Wellington's left